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Special Collections Contains Many Rare Works - - - - The nucleus of the holdings of the Special Collections Department consists of
books obtained during the first sixty years
of the University's history (1801-1860).
Many of the items acquired during those
early years, now considered rare or irreplaceable, were separated from the Library's
main holdings to form the basis of the
Special Collections Department.
The literature portion of the
Department's holdings includes major collections of the works of Robert Burns
(described in Reflections, vol. 1, no. 2) and
Thomas Carlyle. These items, together
with the Department's other holdings of
Scottish literature, make the University of
South Carolina the most important research
center for Scottish literature in North
America. Work has also begun on the
formation of a Modem American Literature collection, which will focus on the
acquisition of all significant editions of the
works of fifty-five contemporary American authors including Thomas Pynchon,
Alice Walker, James Dickey, Joyce Carol
Oates and many others. In addition, the
Department owns a fine collection of historic children's literature, dating from the
1860s through the 1890s.
The principal emphasis of the
Department's holdings in the fields of natural history and science is ornithology, particularly the works of John James Audubon.
His Birds of America (1827-1838), which
contains extensive references to South
Carolina, was purchased for the College at
the time of publication. Other ornithological holdings . include Wilson and
Bonaparte'sAmerican Ornithology (18081833), and Gould's Birds of Great Britain.
Among the scientific collections are the
Phelps camellia collection, the Lloyd collection of early botany, first editions of the
Danish Astronomer Tycho Brahe, and 18th
and early 19th century works on earth sci-

ences collected by Thomas Cooper, the
second president of the University of South
Carolina, for whom the Library was named.
The Department's history holdings includeamajorcollectionofCivilWaritems,
18th and early 19th century European travels and histories relating to the United States,
and the papers of the British Labour politician Reginald Clifford Allen, Lord Allen of
Hurtwood (1889-1939). The Department
also owns a collection of items relating to
the history of books and printing, ranging

from Babylonian clay tablets through
Egyptian and medieval manuscripts to the
modem printed book. The printing collection contains representative examples of ·
the major European and American printers,
early American imprints, and bindings of
the 15th century to the present.
The Department's collections are open
to all students, faculty and the general public.
Information about cataloged items in Special Collections is available through the
Library's online or card catalogs.

Osman Engravings Are Valuable Acquisition
The John Osman Collection consists of
368 matted engravings and two bound
volumes of engraved city views published
between the 16th and 17th centuries by the
greatest German cartographers of the time,
Georg Braun and Franz Hogenberg.
Between 1572 and 1618, Braun and
Hogenberg issued six volumes containing
362 double page copper plates of beautiful
views and town plans. The 362 plates illustrate more than 600 cities and buildings,
often with more than one city or building on
a single plate. The Osman Collection includes volume one (dated 1572, in vellum,
printed in Latin, with one plate missing),
and volume six (dated 1618, in vellum,
printed in Latin, with one plate missing).
The first volume is entitled Civitates OrbisTerrarum and each of the other volumes
has its own distinctive title. Civitates was
the first modem atlas, since it provides an
"angel's eye view," a detailed and accurate
representation of individual topographic
features, depicting not only the town and its
buildings, but also the surrounding countryside, land and water transportation, industry, agriculture, and other aspects of
commerce. Because the engravings also
include foreground figures of peasants,
businessmen, merchants and their families,

these maps also afford a unique and important record of everyday dress of the period.
The collection is extremely important
for the study of the history of urbanism and
equally valuable for the study of the history
of art and architecture. The majority of the
plans are of European cities, although a
number of Asian and North African views
are included. Of particular interest are the
only two American scenes, those of Mexico City and Cuzco, accurately depicted at
a transitional point between the Aztec or
Inca city and the Spanish colonial administrative center.
Some of the plates in the Osman Collection are of greater artistic value than others,
depending upon who created the engraving
and how it was colored. Most of the prints
were carefully hand-colored at the time of
publication, though a number of examples
are present in both plain and colored versions for purposes of comparison. Often,
wealthy patrons bought the volumes and
had well-known artists of the time color
them.
Among the most beautiful plates are the
views of Linz and Gmunden, engraved by
Lucas von Valckenborch. Equally beautiContinued on pg. 2
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ful are the views of Bergen and Stockholm,
engraved by the eminent artist Hieronymus
Scholeud. Duplicate plates are also included in the Collection. For instance,
there are two plates of Moscow, one of
which is colored by a contemporary artist
and the other of which is in black and white
as issued.
Seven of the plates from the original
collection, those depicting Florence, Barcelona, Buda, Harlem, Bruges, Messina,
and Delft, are framed and in the home of
Mrs. Osman. The view of Delft is particularly interesting because it was once in the
collection of King Farouk of Egypt and the
cataloging annotation is in Arabic.
Enormously popular at the time of publication, when there was such keen interest
in exploration, editions of the maps were
published in German and French, as well as
in the original Latin. When Georg Braun
died in 1622, the worn-out copper plates
were melted down.
The Collection was assembled over a

twenty-five year period by Mr. and Mrs.
John Osman. Osman, who died in 1978,
was formerly the head of the Brookings
Institution's Urban Policy Division, and
his wife Mary was a senior editor of the
official magazine of the American Institute
of Architects. The Collection began when
Osman, who was studying urbanism at the
University of Wagenigen in the Netherlands, saw examples of the maps and realized their importance to the historical study
of his subject.
The plates acquired by the Osmans vary
in price. Mr. Osman bought volume one for
$1,000 from New York rare book dealer
WalterSchatzkiin 1964. Thenextyear,the
Osmans purchased volume six for $850
from N. Israel in Amsterdam. In 1985 the
map specialist at Sotheby's in New York
City assessed that the value of the volumes
was between $4 ,000 and $6,000 each. Over
the years, plates of individual cities have
been taken from the original volumes and
sold at a greater profit by commercial dealers; thus, any of the six original volumes
which remains intact today is a rarity.

Audubon Folio Is Collection's Keystone
One of the most noteworthy acquisitions of the South Carolina College during
its early years was John James Audubon's
Birds ofAmerica. The elephant folio, originally bound in four volumes, is the most
valuable itern housed in the the University's
libraries.
The Library's purchase in 1808 of Alexander Wilson's Ametican Ornithology, the
first color-plate book printed in the United
States, laid the groundwork for the acquisition of the Audubon work. The legislative
committee charged with investigating the
feasibility of purchasing Audubon's work
recommended that funds be appropriated
for the purchase based on the fact that the
College library already contained other
works on American ornithology and that
the Audubon book would "perfect the class
of work on that subject." (Details of the
legislative debate can be found in the December 1831 entries in the Journals of the
House of Representatives and the Senate of
South Carolina.) Audubon's close friend,
the Reverend Dr. John Bachman of Charleston, lobbied zealously with legislative
friends to vote favorably on the purchase.
His influence was just strong enough to
effect a House vote of 51 yeas to 50 nays.
The Senate concurred with a vote of23 yeas
to 11 nays. It should be noted that with this

action, the South Carolina College subscription for the expensive work became
the first definite commitment by a state to
purchase the Audubon work.
Audubon did not visit Columbia until
1833, when he was paid the first installment
of $420 on the subscription. The remaining
$505 proved to be extremely difficult to
collect from either the Stale Treasury or the
College Board of Trustees. Finally, after
considerable friction, Audubon received
the money in 1840, two years after the final
payment was due.
The USC copy of Audubon's Birds is
one of two in South Carolina which remain
in the possession of the original subscribers. (The other copy is in the Charleston
museum.) In recent years, the Library has
added facsimile editions of the work to
Special Collections, as well as original
works published by other ordithologists
contemporary to Audubon or inspired by
his pioneer work.
In 1985, Thomas Cooper Library, in
conjunction with McKissick Museum,
commemorated the 200th anniversary of
Audubon's birth by displaying a major
collection of Audubon prints which he drew
while living in South Carolina.
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Carlyle Collection
Recently Purchased
The Thomas Cooper Library of the
University of South Carolina recently purchased the Roger L. Tarr collection of the
works of Thomas Carlyle. The collection,
built over a twenty year period, forms the
basis of Tarr' s Thomas Carlyle; a Bibliography, published by the University of Pittsburgh Press.
The collection contains approximately
1,250 volumes, of which about 1,000 are
primary editions of Carlyle's work. Among
the printed materials are twenty-five presentation copies from Carlyle to Erasmus
Darwin, ThomasWoolner, William Allingham, Lady Baring, and Carlyle's sisters,
Jean Carlyle and Mary Austin. The
University's collection already included the
first published edition of Sartor Resartus
with an inscription from Carlyle to his wife,
Jane Carlyle.
Association items include sixteen books
from Carlyle's library, mostly signed, with
bookplates, and various books presented to
Carlyle. The collection also contains two
copiesoftheextremelyrareprivatelyprinted
edition of Sartor Resartus with a poem in
Jane Carlyle's hand, signed and initialed by
Carlyle.
Twelve autographed letters - among
which are one from Craigenputtock, one to
Robert Browning, two lengthy letters on
the composition of Oliver Cromwell and
Frederick the Great, a rare letter from
Carly le' smother, and two letters from Jane
Carly le - are part of the manuscript materials in the collection. Also in the collection
are manuscript fragments of The French
Revolution (one of seven such fragments
known to survive), Past and Present and
Frederick the Great, and research notes in
Carlyle's hand.
This collection is by far the largest, most
complete collection of printed materials by
Carly le in existence. Its particular strength,
aside from size and inclusiveness, lies in
the excellent state of preservation of the
large percentage of the collection still in
original bindings. Its acquisition by the
University forms part of an intensive program of acquisition of Scottish literature,
inaugurated with the recent acquisition
through gift and purchase of the G. Ross
Roy Collection of B urnsiana and Scottish
literature (described in Reflections; vol. 1,
no. 2).

Special Collections Committee Proposes Guidelines _ _ __
Last spring a Special Collections Advisory Committee for the Thomas Cooper Library was established to recommend collecting priorities and to suggest policies to
guide the Library in its acquisitions for special collections. This committee is composed of both Library faculty and mem hers
of various teaching faculties across the
campus and each was selected because of
background and experience in special collections. Members of the committee include: Dr. Matthew Broccoli, Department
of English; Dr. Benjamin Gimarc, Department of Chemistry; Dr. Charles R. Mack,
Department of Art; Dr. Richard Mandell,
Department of History; Dr. David Rembert, Department of Biology; Dr. Patrick
Scott, Department of English; Dr. Allen
Stokes, South CarolinianaLibrary; Dr. Lois
Upham, College of Library and Information Science; and Alexander Gilchrist,

Collection Management Office of Thomas
Cooper Library.
This committee has proposed priorities
which will substantially improve the
Library's special collections program. One
of the highest priorities is that Special Collections will concentrate on building comprehensive research and teaching collections in selected areas to provide in-depth
support for scholarly research. In addition,
the committee has identified existing
strengths within Special Collections and
has recommended the acceleration of purchases to enhance these existing areas of
concentration. The committee will assist in
initiating a donor recognition program
through the Library's newsletter, as well as
through other University publications and
through exhibit programs. In addition, the
Advisory Committee will recommend to

the Library Administration written policies and procedures which will enable the
department to become more efficient in its
work. Policies for accepting conditional
gifts and gifts on deposit will be suggested
as well. Additionally, the Advisory Committee will submit procedures for an independent assessment of gift purchase opportunities within the University community
to avoid conflicts of interest.
The creation of the Advisory Committee underscores a renewed commitment by
the University of South Carolina - to foster the growth and development of special
collections which will enhance the
University's reputation as a center for serious scholarly research. It recognizes the
important place special collections have
both in major research libraries and on the
research itself.

Young Welcomed As Dean Of Libraries-------on October 17, 1989, the Thomas Cooper Library held a reception for its new
dean, Dr. Arthur P. Young. Dr. Young
comes to theLibrary from the University of
Rhode Island, where he served as Dean of
Libraries. Previously, Dr. Young was associated with the University of Alabama and
Suny College at Cortland.
The reception also presented an opportunity to bring together the individual faculty and staff most closely involved with
library matters at the University of South
Carolina. Over 200 persons attended,
among whom were the President, the Provost, the Vice-President for Libraries and
Collections, and the former Chairman of
the Faculty Senate.
Vol. 2, No. 1Winter,1990
REFLECTIONS is a semi-annual
publication of the
Thomas Cooper Library of the University of South Carolina.
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E. Jens Holley
Editorial Board:
Alexander Gilchrist
May Harn Liu
Dianne McKnight
Jean Rhyne
Contributors to this issue:
Faye Chadwell
David McQuillan
Roger Mortimer
Day-Jo S. Ridge

New dean, Dr. Arthur Young, is congratulated by George Terry.

Provost Arthur Smith welcomes the Youngs.
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ACADEMIC UNIT
LIBRARY REPRESENTATIVES
1989/90
ACADEMIC UNIT

REPRESENTATIVE

PHONE

ANTHROPOLOGY
APPL. PROF. SCIENCES
ART
BIOLOGY
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
CHEMISTRY
CHILDREN'S COLLECTION
COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
COMPUTER SCIENCE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
EDUCATION
ENGINEERING
ENGLISH
FOREIGN LANGUAGES
GEOGRAPHY
GEOLOGY
GOVT. & INT. STUDIES
HEALTH
HISTORY
JOURNALISM
LIBRARY SCIENCE
MARINE SCIENCE
MATHEMATICS
MUSIC
NURSING
PHARMACY
PHILOSOPHY
PHYSICS
PSYCHOLOGY
RELIGION
SOCIAL WORK
STATISTICS
THEATHER & SPEECH
WOMEN'S STUDIES

Dr. Joan Gero
Dr. R. Churchill Curtis
Dr. Charles R. Mack
Dr. G.T. Cowley
Dr. Kirk R. Karwan
Dr. Elmer L. Amma
Dr. Pamela P. Barron
Dr. G. Ross Roy
Dr. Caroline M. Eastman
Prof. Patricia S. Watson
Dr. Craig Kridel
Dr.MichaelA.Sutton
Dr. Trevor Howard-Hillr
Dr. A. Maynor Hardee
Dr. Allen D. Bushong
Dr. David R. Lawrence
Dr. Robert Angel
Dr. James A. Keith
Dr. Richard L. Gawthrop
Prof. Vance L. Kornegay
Dr. Pamela P. Barron
Dr. Thomas J. Hilbish
Dr. Marek B. Kossowski
Dr. George B. Lane
Dr. Judith W. Alexander
Dr. James Hui
Dr. Martin J. Donougho
Dr. John L. Safko
Dr. Keith E. Davis
Dr. James S. Cutsinger
Prof. Miriam L. Freeman
Dr. Kai F. Yu
Dr. Sarah Bryant-Bertail
Dr. Sue Rosser

7-6941
7-6608
7-4236
7-3167
7-4242
7-2542
7-4163
7-2239
7-8103
7-7('/)7
7-6301
7-7158
7-6499
7-6088
7-6380
7-6886
7-7346
7-5030
7-5928
7-6147
7-4163
7-6629
7-4739
7-5103
7-4668
7-7924
7-3736
7-6466
7-4639
7-2284
7-3290
7-5163
7-7595
7-4007

THOMAS COOPER LIBRARY
LIBRARY FACULTY SELECTORS
1989/90
SUB.IECI

SELECIQB

LIB. llEfI.

£HQ!SE

Anthropology
American Literature
Appl. Prof. Sciences

Laurie Preston
Faye Chadwell
Karen Roach

Art
Biology

Jackie Kinder
Carolyn Winberry

Reference
Reference
Documents
Reference
Science

7-4866
7-4866
7-4841
7-4866
7-3151

Business Admin.
Chemistry
Children's Books
Classics

Dwight Gardner
Jan Watson
Carolyn Tyler
,.
Alexander Gilchrist

p'

Business Lib.
Science
Education
Collection
Development

..

~

7-6032
7-3151
7-4267
7-7667

_,.

Level 3
Reference
Interlibrary
Loans
Education

7-7148
7-4866
7-2805

Collection
Development
Reference
Level 3
Collection
Development
Cataloging
Map Library
Documents
Collection
Development

7-7667

Laurie Preston
Gary Geer
Jan Watson

Reference
Level 3
Science

7-4866
7-7148
7-3151

Nursing
Pharmacy
Philosophy
Physics & Astronomy
Psychology
Religion

Daniel Boice
Marcia Martin
indra Soukup
Deanna Lewis
Jean Rhyne
Jean Rhyne
Carolyn Winberry
Matthew Marsteller
Mary Ownings
Thomas Parkman
Jan Watson
Jan Watson
Gary Geer
Matthew Marsteller
Charlotte Marshall
Jens Holley

7-4866
7-4866
7-3146
7-3146
7-7149
7-7149
7-3151
7-3151
7-3146
7-5139
7-3151
7-3151
7-7148
7-3151
7-3146
7-2805

Social Work
Sociology
Spanish
Statistics
Theater & Speech
Women's Studies

Catherine Eckman
Laurie Preston
May Liu
Matthew Marsteller
Jean Rhyne
Catherine Eckman

Reference
Reference'
Cataloging
Cataloging
Level 2
Level 2
Science
Science
Cataloging
Music Lib.
Science
Science
Level 3
Science
Cataloging
Interlibrary
Loans
Reference
Reference
Cataloging
Science
Level 2
Reference

Comparative Literature
Computer Science
Criminal Justice

Gary Geer
Virginia Weathers
Jens Holley

Education
Engineering

Carolyn Winberry
Edith Holmes
Alexander Gilchrist

English Literature
Foreign Languages
(not listed elsewhere)

Faye Chadwell
Gary Geer
Alexander Gilchrist

French
Geography
Geology
German

Martha Mason
David McQuillan
Deborah Yerkes
Alexander Gilchrist

Govt & Intl Studies
United States
All Others
Health
History
America (Pre-1870)
America (1870-)
Europe & USSR J
All Others
Journalism
Library Science
Marine Science
Mathematics
Music

7-4267

7-4866
7-7148
7-7667
7-3146
7-2802
7-4841
7-7667

7-4866
7-4866
7-3146
7-3151
7-7149
7-4866
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Map Library
Receives Gift
On August 29, 1989, a retirement ceremony was held in the Map Library at Thomas Cooper Library to honor Department
of Geography's Dr. Paul E. Lovingood,
who retired after 27 years of service to the
University. Faculty and staff from the
Department of Geography and Thomas
Cooper Library gathered for the unveiling
of an "Addision" blue ocean 16-inch illuminated globe donated in Dr. Lovingood' s
honor. Manufactured by the world's largest globe maker, the Replogle Company of
Chicago, the globe was placed in a prominent location in the Map Reading Room.
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